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Ghosts of Christmas Past:  1 - Overcoming Offenses 
 

 
Some offenses we must learn to overcome…  

 
• The Insignificant offense:    

 

 

• The Serious offense: 

 

 

 
A truth from God’s principles to set us free: 

 
            My Life is Too Short and My Calling is Too Big 

 

For Me to Live Offended 

 
 
 

                           Small people hold big grudges! 

 
11 A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to  

overlook an offense.  Prov. 19:11 
 

 
 

 

 

“Whenever anyone has offended me, I try to raise my soul so high 

that the offense cannot reach it.”  Rene Descartes 

 

 

 

With God’s Help, I’m Getting Over This --------- 

 
 

 

•  I’m Getting Over Being Easily Offended by the small stuff.  
 

 
2 Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making  

allowance for each other’s faults because of your love.  Eph 4:2 NLT 

 

 

 

 
•  I’m Getting Over being Deeply Offended by Big Offenses.  

 

 
           You must choose:  Do I rehearse or release it?  

 
13 Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who 

offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive 

others. Col 3:13 NLT 

 
 

Joseph: “What you meant for evil—God used for good”. 

 
   

 

 

Forgiving doesn’t excuse what they did—Forgiveness frees me. 
 

 

   Life is too short, You’re calling is too big to live offended 

 
Next:  Dec. 10 – Overcoming Shame:  Isa. 54:4; I John 1:9 

 

 



Ghost of Christmas Past 
 

December’s Memory Verse – Devote yourselves to prayer, 

being watchful and thankful.  Colossians 4:2 NIV 
 

Monday 12/4 - Read Matthew 6:5-15 

Question: Why would Jesus during his sermon on the Mount include 

forgiveness in with his teaching on how to pray? 

Truth:  For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your 

heavenly Father will also forgive you. Vs.14 

Meditate: Matthew 6:15- But if you do not forgive others their sins, 

your Father will not forgive your sins. 

Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our 

daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 

debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one. 

Action: Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

Who is God asking me to forgive in love:  

__________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday 12/5- Read Proverbs 19:1-11 

Challenge:  What is the wise thing to do when I have been offended? 

Truth: A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to 

overlook an offense. Vs. 11 

 Meditate: Proverbs 17:9 -  Whoever would foster love covers over an 

offense, but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends. 

Prayer:  Lord, help me to show my love in a practical way by 

forgiving anyone who offends me.   

Action: Demonstrate God’s grace to anyone who has hurt me by 

forgiving them. 

Who will I show God’s grace to this week:  

_____________________________________________ 
 

Wednesday 12/6- Read Colossians 3:12-14 

Question: As a child of God how should I live with other people? 

Truth: Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 

clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 

patience. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 

together in perfect unity. 

Meditate: Colossians 3:13- Bear with each other and forgive one 

another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the 

Lord forgave you. 

Praise:  Lord, help to live a life that pleases you and blesses others. 

Action: And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 

together in perfect unity. Vs. 14 

What God is telling me: 

__________________________________________________ 
 

Thursday 12/7- Read Ephesians 4:1-6 

Question:  How will I- As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to 

live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 

Truth: Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one 

another in love. 

Meditate: Ephesians 4:4-6- There is one body and one Spirit, just as 

you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all. 

Pray:  May the peace of Christ lead me in all my interactions with 

others. 

Action: Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 

bond of peace. 

What is God telling me: 
    __________________________________________________ 

 

Friday 12/8- Read Romans 12:17-21 

Challenge: Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is 

right in the eyes of everyone. Vs. 17 

Truth:  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 

everyone. Vs. 18 

Meditate: Romans 12:20- On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed 

him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will 

heap burning coals on his head.” 



Prayer: Father God, I will glorify your Name by forgiving others. 

Action: Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Who will I share God’s love with today:   

_________________________________________________ 

 


